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Fundamentals of Graphic Design 1

TC Room 239

Instructor: Deane Nettles  deane@deanenettles.com

703-434-2550

Assignment 8

Self-Promotion

Logo, letterhead and business card design (or logo, bus card, web home page)

1. Using your own name, come up with a name for your design studio. 

2. Decide on an area of specialization, such as logo design, publication design, children’s illustration, game design, brochure design, advertising, package design, etc. DO NOT get stuck on deciding; you are not deciding for all time. (When in doubt, flip a coin.) Then think: How can I present myself as a professional in that specialization?

3. Begin by creating thumbnails in solid black and white. Consider:

a) A type treatment, picking a typeface that expresses your specialization
(You can even use your own handwriting)

b) A monogram (logo using your initials)

c) A logo — a simple graphic symbol, often abstract, that represents an idea

d) An illustration

● Think about who you are — or want to be. Are you Fun? Exciting? Clever? Edgy? Reliable? If that’s what your promotional material says, that’s what clients will expect. Consider what images/words/font styles/colors would work best to convey this.


4. Choose the idea that is the strongest or most successful visual communication of who you are and what you do. Then use that idea to hand-comp a 1–2-color design for: 

1) 8-1/2”x11” letterhead (Include name of company, address, phone number, fax number, e-mail, website address) Indicate the letter as well, using rules.

2) 9-1/2”x4-1/8” business envelope (Include name of your company, address and maybe website address in upper left-hand corner). Indicate addressee in center of envelope as well.

3) 3-1/2”x2” business card  The card can be horizontal or vertical. You can use other sizes, odd cuts, etc; though when you get them printed they will cost more to produce. Don’t exceed 3-1/2”x2” or they won’t fit in a wallet. (Include your name, title, address, phone number, fax number, e-mail, and website address)

● Think about color — What kind of color expresses you? Pastels? Bright, saturated colors? Deep, rich colors? Black and red? At this stage, keep the color simple – try to keep it to black plus 1 or 2 colors; only use solid colors.

● Think about layout — Do I want the elements centered? Flush left? What order do I want customers to read the information in? Do I want people to phone me or e-mail me or go to my website?

Deadline for Final Art and Critique Date: 
Wednesday, December 8

Projects returned: 
